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COMMUNITY INPUT ðWHAT WE HEARD

Å Beneficial uses (e.g., educational, recreational)

Å Riverwalk along Shawsheen

Å Increase public access along the river

Å Boat launch in the Steven Street area

Å Wider Stevens St & Essex St bridge to enhance pedestrian access 
and places to stop and enjoy the view of the river

Å Enhance existing trail network

Å Portions of Vale Trail flood occasionally

Å Increase recreational programing along the river

Å Expand and build regional partnerships

Å Create programs using the river to improve overall well-being of 
residents, especially introducing new residents

Å Infusion of art along the Shawsheen River Corridor

Å Goal to improve opportunities for water based recreation and 
especially for people with disabilities

Å There should be permanent artwork including sculpture along the 
Shawsheen River to enhance connection with this stunning 
waterway

Å Flood risks and climate impacts

Å Acquisition of sensitive land areas

Å Green infrastructure for all new parking lots along 

the river 

Å Roadways in proximity to Shawsheen River should 

take into account past flooding when redesigning

Å Burnham Road area drainage issues

Å Too much pavement on local roadways

Å Take down Ballardvale Dam



Å Historical context of the River and key surrounding areas 

Å Interpretive signage to celebrate river

Å Use historical markers as branding along the river celebrating 

history

Å Expand opportunities to showcase the river

Å Gather historical context of early settlers prior to the 

industrial revolution.

Å Use history to acquaint residents about the Shawsheen River. 

Many do not know its significance. They will become 

advocates and users.

Å River health and water quality, including pos/neg impacts 

to dam removals, fisheries/wildlife

Å Remove pavement along river, expand riparian 

buffer

ÅWhat is impact of fertilizers/chemicals used to 

maintain playing fields

Å Pollution and runoff from industrial area off Lowell 

Junction Road
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Record Breaking 
Heat Wave

One noteworthy record is 
the streak of 80+ degree 
days in a rowin Boston.We 
claim the top spot, as of 
today [August 9, 2022] with 
25 days. The old record was 
24 days set in 1953; third 
place is 22 days in 1876; 
fourth place is 21 days in 
2021; and fifth place is now 
20 days in 1872.

- Meteorologist Pamela Gardner, 
NBC Boston

https://www.nbcboston.com/weather/stories-weather/heat-wave-versus-a-warm-stretch-breaking-down-the-differences-and-looking-at-our-records/2793823/
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Shawsheen in the 
Context of Climate 
Change Hazards 

Temperature
Rise

Heat Wave

Drought
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ÅHurricanes / Cyclones

ÅExtreme Precipitation

ÅFlooding

Shawsheen in the 
Context of Climate 
Change Hazards 

August 2022 Trough

September 2021 Peak
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Municipal Vulnerability 
Preparedness (MVP) 
Project Phase I

Å$131,700 grant in FY22

ÅFunding covered field assessments, GIS 
map analyses, climate data integration, 
community engagement, and planning to 
identify best parcels (private) to acquire 
for flood storage and restoration work

ÅFinal report accessible here:

https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/7f8
4651bc78f461680c5dd2990f306d0/page/Fin
al-Plan

https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/7f84651bc78f461680c5dd2990f306d0/page/Final-Plan
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Plans for MVP 
Phase II

ÅQuantify flood mitigation benefits gained 
from acquire high-impact parcels and 
the implementation of flood storage or 
restoration projects

ÅComplete hydrologic and hydraulic 
modeling to evaluate existing and 
projected future flooding conditions 
from Andover to Lawrence

ÅModel the impacts of up to 5 
priority sites to improve resilience of 
at-risk properties

ÅModel the impact of removing 
Ballardvale Dam (2.5 miles upstream 
of Atria Marland Place)


